
 This year was definitely one for the history books with
so many changes, rules and restrictions that affected all
people everywhere. These life changing events included
lockdowns, isolation, quarantine, wearing face                
masks, working  from         home, worshipping from
home, panic buying, religious and
national days cancelled and so on.

Some time ago, anotherlife changing event happened.
However this was not life threatening and to the dread
of humanity, but rather it brought life and was in
accordance with God’s perfect will and absolute love for
us. This event surpassedall historical events before and
since, being the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. It
was so significant that it divided history into two, that is
Before Christ (BC) and Anno Domini (AD, being Latin for
“in the year of our Lord”).

What changed in the original plan was that the fall of
Adam and Eve brought mankind’s need to attain
salvation and be reconciled eternally to God through
the crucifixion, death and resurrection of the God- man
Christ. A new beginning for humanity, a restart which
commenced with the Incarnation of Christ.
May this Christmas and new year be a new beginning
for all of us. Not merely a return to a “new normal”,
but a renewal of our spirits through Him who is the
beginning and end of all things. History has taught us
that events come and go, that importance and urgency
today is forgotten and neglected tomorrow, but the
mercy and love of God endures forever. If we accept
this, our lives will not be reduced to a meaningless
series of events, but will be unique opportunities that
lead us to the Heavenly Kingdom. A Merry and Blessed
Christmas!
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Despite its eternal significance, this event at the time
remained mostly unnoticed by the world. Besides Mary
and Joseph, only some local shepherds were immediately
present, and the Magi visited later. “So humbleis
our Lord, that He being God did not consider it robbery
to take the form of a servant and become man”
(Philippians 2:6-7). Can you imagine, the incarnate God
who is co-creator with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
refers to Himself not as Saviour, or Lord, or Son of God,
but as “the son of man.” What humility! What love! What
a God!

But the question must be asked, “why did God become
human?” We know that after the tragic fall of Adam and
Eve, creation was left disconnected from the Creator and
plunged into spiritual darkness. It was necessary then
for “the light of the world” to be manifest into the world
to guide mankind out of this darkness (John 8:12). His
birth ushered in the age of grace whereby those who
believe become a new creation, reconciled to God
through Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17-18). The Evangelist
alludes to this when he writes that the Holy Spirit will
come upon and overshadow the Virgin (Luke 1:35), in the
same way the Spirit of God moved over the waters
before creation (Genesis 1:2).

The angels chant “Gloryto God in the highest,and on
earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 2:14). This
peace refers to the reconciliation of Heaven and Earth
and our reconciliation with God. The good will
(ευδοκία), according to St Nikodemos the Hagiorite,
suggests that the Incarnation was the originalwill of
God so as to give humanity the ability to become
deified, to become “godly” by grace. This was only
possible through the hypostatic union of the divine
(uncreated) and human (created) natures of Christ.
Thus Jesus would always have lovingly united Himself
with His creation, whom he made in His image and
likeness, and the Incarnation was not in response to
mankind’s fall.
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“Let us not then be ashamed
to confess the Crucified



FROM THE SAINTS OF 
OUR CHURCH
Saint Herman was born in 1756 
in Serpukhov, Russia and had a 
great zeal for Christ from his 
youth. 
At the age of sixteen he had a 
miraculous encounter when 
visiting the Holy Trinity- Sergius 
Hermitagenear St Petersburg. 
He had noticed a sore on his 
neck that began to grow large,                     
making it difficult for him 
to swallow and disfiguring his 
face. He remained inside his 
cell and prayed unceasingly 
before the icon of the Theotokos
until he fell asleep. 
In the morning the sore had 
disappeared. After five years he went to the Valaam
Monastery near Finland. While there, he and nine
other monks were chosen to go to Kodiak Island in
North America for missionary work. The pilgrimage
took oneyear. Having arrived in 1794, they began to
minister to the natives known as Aleuts, and many
became Christians. Moreover, schools were
established and churches built.

Saint Herman later moved to Spruce Island (Alaska)
where he initially lived in a cave. He exemplified the
virtue of humility, sleeping on a wooden bench and
putting others before himself. He received many
visitors and built a school for orphans and was
particularly fond of the Aleuts. During an epidemic he
worked tirelessly to care for the sick and console the
dying, disregarding his own well- being.

Having dedicated his life to the Lord’s service,
striving with zeal to conduct his missionary work and
converting many to Christianity, he passed away
peacefully in his cell on Spruce Island at the age of
81 on 13 December 1837. He was canonised as the
First American Saint on 9 August 1970, and is
considered by many as the patron saint of North
America.
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 ΟΆγιος Γερµανός της Αλάσκαςγεννήθηκε το 1756
στοΣέρπουκοβ της Ρωσίας και από µικρός τον διακατείχε
ένας µεγάλος ζήλος για τον Χριστό . Σε ηλικία
16 χρονών , είχε µια θαυµατουργική εµπειρία όταν
επισκέφτηκε τη Λαύρα της Αγίας Τριάδος – Αγίου Σεργίου
κοντά στην Πετρούπολη . Του παρουσιάστηκε µια πληγή στο
λαιµό του , που άρχισε όλο να διογκώνεται , τελικά
δηµιουργώντας δυσκολίες στην κατάποση τροφής και
παραµορφώνοντας το πρόσωπό του . Τη νύχτα , παρέµεινε στο
κελί που παραχωρούσαν στους επισκέπτες , προσευχόµενος
αδιαλείπτως ενώπιον της εικόνας της Θεοτόκου µέχρι να
αποκοιµηθεί . Το πρωί , η πληγή είχε εξαφανισθεί .
Μετά από 5 χρόνια , πήγε στη Μονή Βαλαάµ κοντάστην
Φιλανδία για να µονάσει . Ενώ ήταν εκεί , µαζί µε 9 άλλους
µοναχούς , επιλέχθηκε για να επιτελέσουν Ιεραποστολή στο
Νησί Κοδιάκ στη Βόρεια Αµερική . Το ταξίδι διήρκεσε ένα
χρόνο και φτάνοντας εκεί το 1794, αρχίζουν να διακονούν
τους ιθαγενείς Αλεούτους και πολλοί έγιναν Χριστιανοί . Στη
συνέχεια , κτίστηκαν σχολεία και Ιεροί Ναοί .
Αργότερα , ο Άγιος Γερµανός µετακόµισε στο Νησί Σπρους της
Αλάσκας , και στην αρχή κατοίκησε σε µια σπηλιά .                                
Εκδήλωνε
υποδειγµατικά την αρετή της ταπεινώσεως . Κοιµόταν πάνω
σε ένα ξύλινο πάγκο , και έβαζε τα συµφέροντα των άλλων
πάνω από τα δικά του . Δεχόταν πολλούς επισκέπτες , έκτισε
σχολείο γιά τα ορφανά , και είχε ιδιαίτερη αδυναµία για τους
Αλεούτους . Κατά τη διάρκεια µιας πανδηµίας που είχε πλήξει
τη περιοχή , εργάστηκε ακούραστα για να περιποιηθεί τους
ασθενείς και να παρηγορήσει                     τους
ετοιµοθάνατους , χωρίς να λογαριάζει τη δική του υγεία .
Αφιέρωσε όλη τη ζωή του στην διακονία          του      Κυρίου ,
αγωνιζόµενος µε ζήλο στο ιεραποστολικό του έργο .
Μετέστρεψε πολλούς στη Χριστιανική πίστη . Τέλος
εκοιµήθηεν Θεώ ειρηνικά στο
κελί του στο Νησί Σπρους , σε ηλικία 81 χρονών στις 13ης
Δεκεµβρίου , 1837.
Κατατάχθηκε επισήµως στο αγιολόγιο της Εκκλησίας σαν ο
πρώτος Αµερικανός Άγιος στις 9 Αυγούστου , 1970 και
θεωρείται ως ο προστάτης Άγιος της Βόρειας Αµερικής .

Από Τους Αγίους Της
Εκκλησίας Μας

“Age should speak; advanced years
should teach wisdom.”

Job 32:7
 

Rev. Fr. Menelaos Hatzoglou 
Weddings, Confessions, Hospital visits, Blessings,

Home Visits and more.
Contact: 0415 936 609

Office Hours: 
Monday - 9am to 12pm

Tuesday to Friday - 4pm to 5:30pm
 
 

FOR PARISH PRIEST SERVICES
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
Every Sunday Parish Hall 9:00am to 9:50am
All Ages Welcome 

WEDNESDAY SOCIAL GROUP
Every Wednesday at 11:00am
Kali Parea Social Group
St John’s Parish Hall
Call Stella– 0438 791 387 
Transport Available 

CHURCH SERVICE TIMES
NOVEMBER 2022
Tuesday 1st 8:00am  
HOLY UNMERCINARIES COSMAS & DAMIAN
Saturday 6th at 7:30am                                           
7th SUNDAY OF LUKE
Tuesday 8th at 8:00am
SYNAXIS OF THE ARCHANGELS MICHAEL & GABIREL
Wednesday 9th 6:00pm
ST NEKTARIOS
Sunday 13th at 7:30am
8TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW 
Monday 14th at 8:00am
APOSTLE PHILIP
Sunday 20th at 7:30am
9TH SUNDAY OF LUKE
Monday 21th at 8:00am
PRESENTATION OF HEOTOKOS TO THE TEMPLE 
Friday 25th at 8:00am
GREAT MARTYR CATHERINE
Sunday 26th at 8:00am
ST STYLIANOS
Monday 27th at 7:30am
13TH SUNDAY OF LUKE
Wednesday 30th at 8:00am
APOSTLE ANDREW

JANUARY 2023

Sunday 4th at 7:30am
MARTYR BARBRA/MARTYR SERAPHIM
Monday 5th at 8:00am
ST SAVVA
Tuesday 6th at 8:00am
ST NICHOLAS
Sunday 11th at 7:30am
11TH SUNDAY OF LUKE ST SPYRIDON
Saturday 17th at 8:00am
ST DIONYSIUS OF ZAKYNTHOS
Sunday 18th at 7:30am
SUNDAY BEOFRE THE NATIVITY
Sunday 24th at 6:00pm
EVE OF NATIVITY-EUGENIA THE RIGHOEOUS
Sunday 25th 5:30am 
HOLY NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

DECEMBER 2022

Sunday 1st at 7:30am
ST BASIL THE GREAT  
Thursday 5th at 8:00am                 
EVE OF EPIPHANY (Blessing of the waters)
Friday the 6th at 8:00am 
EPIHANY (Blessing of the waters)
Saturday 7th at 8:00am 
SYNAXIS OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Sunday 8th at 7:30am  
SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Sunday 15th at 7:30am                   
12TH SUNDAY OF LUKE
Tuesday 17th at 8:00am
ST ANTHONY THE GREAT
Wednesday 18th at 8:00am
ST ANTHANSIOS
Sunday 22nd at 7:30am
15TH SUNDAY OF LUKE

CONTACT INFORMATION
St John the Baptist of Cairns 
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Menelaos Hatzoglou
Parish President: Theo Bacalakis  
M: 0415 936 609
P: (07) 4058 1116
E: fr.menelaos@gopcairns.org.au 

St Johns Community Care
Chairperson: Theo Bacalakis
Chief Executive Officer: Sonya Leonardi
P: (07) 40399 700
E: sjccl@sjccl.org.au          
Redlynch Day Care Centre
Director:  Lucimar Dos Santos
E: director@redlynchdaycarecentre.com.au
P: 4055 2020

Every Monday Parish Hall 4:00pm to 5:00pm
Aged 8 years +

LANGUAGE SCHOOL & DANCING

ON-GOING ACTIVITIES

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday 10th December 6:00pm
St Johns Community Care, Redlynch Day Care
Centre and the Parish of St John the Baptist
Christmas Carols 

Sunday 11th December 11:00pm
St John the Baptist Christmas Luncheon $10
pp

Sunday 1st January 7:30am 
Cutting of the Vasilopita Matins & Divine
Liturgy 

Sunday 8th January 2023 7:30am
Throwing of the Cross at Trinity Beach
Luncheon to follow BYO Drinks and Chairs
Matins & Divine Liturgy 

JANUARY 2023
Wednesday 25th 6:00pm
ST GREGORGY THE THELOGIAN 
Sunday 29th at 7:30am                 
17th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW
Monday 30th 6th at 8:00am 
THE THREE HIERACHS

mailto:sjccl@sjccl.org.au

