
 In the Dismissal Hymn for the Feast of the
Dormition of the Theotokos, we chant the
following about the Theotokos: “You were
transported to life, as you are the Mother of
Life.”
At one level, this reflects on the events of the
Dormition. Three days prior to her repose the
Archangel Gabriel informed the Theotokos that
she would fall asleep, and that she would be
taken to Heaven to be with her Son, our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.
The Apostles were called from all parts of the
world to farewell her and participate in her
funeral. The one exception was Thomas, who was
taken to the tomb of the Theotokos at
Gethsemane three days after, and met her as she
ascended. When the tomb was opened, all who
had kept continuous vigil found it empty. Her
body joined her soul, both being transported to
life.
At another level “transported to life” reflects on
the life and virtue of the Theotokos as the
Mother of Christ. With the exception   of       the
consequences of ancestral
sin, the Theotokos was completely without sin.
Her purity and her chastity throughout her life
were so great that death was not able to contain
her.

But how is this to be done? St John of Damascus begs his
listeners to flee from sin by describing the revulsion the
Theotokos has for evil, and the great love she has for virtue.
The way for us to “make our own remembrance of her into a
rich monument” is to adopt purity as a way of life, as she
did.
It should also be remembered that the Theotokos’ role as
the Mother of Life is not confined to her earthlylife. It
continues to this day and will continue eternally. The tomb
of the Theotokos at Gethsemane is
itself aplace oflife, with many miracles and healings
occurring there. The many ongoing miracles of the
Theotokos and her intercessions to Christ also show how she
wishes for all of humanity to have life alongside her.
Let us then pray to the Theotokos, seeking her guidance and
intercessions at all times so that we too may acquire the
live-giving virtues that she showed us throughout her
earthly life, and continues to show us through her
intercessions and miracles.
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Reflecting on the Feast of the Dormition, St John
of Damascus consistently connects the
Theotokos with life. She gave life to Christ, who
created the universe and said, “I am the Way, the
Truth and the Life” (John 14:6).
In being “transported to life” the Theotokos was
taken before anyone else to be with her

Son in eternal life. In that way, the Theotokos is
an example for the spiritual life of all Orthodox
Christians. To quote Fr Alexander Schmemann,
“Mary’s not the great exception. She’s the great
example.” Death cannot contain anyone who
works at attaining purity, chastity and humility,
who flees from sin in all of its forms, and who
cultivates a deep love for God. St Andrew of
Crete states that the Theotokos led the way for
humanity to achieve incorruptibility, and
it is time for the faithful to follow that path
towards life.
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“Let us not then be ashamed
to confess the Crucified



FROM THE SAINTS OF 
OUR CHURCH
Saint Babylas was the twelfth Bishop of Antioch
(237-253 AD).He served Antioch’s Christian citizens
well during the years of Christian persecution, and
especially cared for the vulnerable widows and
orphans. Saint John Chrysostom was from Antioch,
and in his homily on the Acts of the Martyrs said
that Saint Babylas “saved this holy ship [the Church]
in storm and choppy sea and waves.” 

He reported on the time that Saint Babylas stood
outside of the church and refused to let the visiting
pagan emperor enter the church to witnessthe
Divine Liturgy.He ordered him instead to take his
place among the penitents for his part in a murder.

During the Decian persecution (250 AD) St Babylas
made an unwavering confession of faith and was
thrown into prison. He was placed in heavy chains
and given the choice to either sacrifice to the idols
or die. Despite the tortures that Saint Babylas was
enduring, three young brothers who were spiritual
children of the Saint did not abandon him. These
young boys sufferedtortures, but none of them
renounced Christ. In the end, Saint Babylas and his
companions were executed in 253, and are
commemorated on September 4.

Saint Babylas is also well known for eventsthat
occurred afterhis death. He was one of the first
saints to have his relics moved, or ‘translated’, to
the suburb of Daphne in Antioch by Caesar
Constantius Gallus around 350 AD. In St John
Chrysostom’s wordsit was like “bringing a physician
to the sick,” as his presence counteracted the
ungodly activities of the pagans at the
nearbyTemple of Apollo.

Saint John also relates the following eventsin his
sermon: When the pagan Emperor Julian the
Apostate went to the Temple to receive a prophecy,
the demon in the statue replied: “The dead
preventme from uttering, but break open the graves,
dig up the bones, move the dead.” By this, the
demon made knownthat the powerof the Saint
prevented him from speaking. The Emperor then
moved the Martyr’s relics,but in doing so createda
triumphant procession of his relics throughout
Antioch. As soon as the coffin reached the city, a
thunderbolt destroyed the statue in the Temple and
burned the roof. Thus, even in death, the Saints
make known the glory of God. PAGE 03

 ΟΆγιος Βαβύλας ήταν ο δωδέκατος Επίσκοπος Αντιοχείας
(237-253 µ.Χ .) . Υπηρέτησετους Χριστιανούς πολίτες της
Αντιόχειας στα χρόνια των διωγµών , και φρόντισειδιαίτερα
για τις χήρες και τα ορφανά . Ο Άγιος Ιωάννης ο Χρυσόστοµος
ήταν από την Αντιόχειακαι στην οµιλία του για τις Πράξεις
των Μαρτύρων είπε ότι ο Άγιος Βαβύλας 

«έσωσε αυτό το ιερό πλοίο [την Εκκλησία]σε θύελλα και
ταραγµένη θάλασσακαι κύµατα». Ανέφερετην ώρα που ο
Άγιος Βαβύλαςβρισκόταν έξω από την εκκλησία και αρνήθηκε
να αφήσει τον επισκέπτη ειδωλολάτρη αυτοκράτορα να µπει
στην εκκλησία για να παρακολουθήσει τη Θεία Λειτουργία .
Τον διέταξε αντιθέτωςνα πάρει τη θέση του µεταξύ των
µετανοούντων , για το ρόλο του σε έναν φόνο .

Κατά τη διάρκειατου διωγµού του Δεκίου (250 µ.Χ .) ο Άγιος
Βαβύλας έδωσε ακλόνητη οµολογία πίστης και ρίχτηκε στη
φυλακή . 

Τον έβαλαν σε βαριές αλυσίδες και του δόθηκε η επιλογή ,
είτε να θυσιάσει στα είδωλα , είτε να πεθάνει . Παρά τα
βασανιστήρια που υπέστη ο Άγιος Βαβύλας ,τρία αδέλφια που
ήταν πνευµατικά παιδιά του Αγίου δεν τον εγκατέλειψαν .
Αυτά τα νέα παιδιά υπέστησαν βασανιστήρια , αλλά κανένα
από αυτά δεν απαρνήθηκε τον Χριστό . Τελικά , ο Άγιος
Βαβύλας και οι σύντροφοί του εκτελέστηκαν το 253 και
εορτάζονται στις 4 Σεπτεµβρίου .

Ο Άγιος Βαβύλας είναι επίσης πολύ γνωστός για
γεγονόταπου συνέβησαν µετά το θάνατό του . Ήταν ένας από
τούς πρώτους Αγίους που έγινε ανακοµιδή τον Λειψάνων του ,
στο προάστιο Δάφνη της Αντιοχείαςγύρω στο
350 µ.Χ . , από τον Καίσαρα Κωνστάντιο Γάλλο . Ο Αγίος
ΙωάννηςΧρυσόστοµος  το περιγράφει σαν «να φέρναν έναν
γιατρό στους αρρώστους» 

και να αντιµετωπίσει έτσι τους ειδωλολάτρες στον πλησίoν
Ναό του Απόλλωνα . Ο Άγιος Ιωάννης αναφέρει επίσης τα
ακόλουθα γεγονότα : Όταν ο ειδωλολάτρης αυτοκράτορας
Ιουλιανός ο Παραβάτης πήγε στο Ναό του Απόλλωνα για να
λάβει µια προφητεία , ο δαίµονας στο άγαλµα απάντησε : 

«Οι νεκροί µε εµποδίζουν να µιλήσω , αλλά σπάσε τους
τάφους ,σκάψε τα κόκαλα , και αποµάκρυνε τους νεκρούς». 
Με αυτό , ο δαίµονας έκανε γνωστό ότι η δύναµη του Αγίου
τον εµπόδισε να µιλήσει .Ο Αυτοκράτορας στη συνέχεια
µετέφερε τα λείψανα του Μάρτυρα , αλλά µε αυτόν τον τρόπο
δηµιούργησε µια θριαµβευτική ποµπή των λειψάνων του σε
όλη την Αντιόχεια . Μόλις το φέρετροέφτασε στην πόλη , ένας
κεραυνός κατέστρεψε το άγαλµα στο Ναό και έκαψε την
οροφή . Έτσι ,οι Άγιοι κάνουν γνωστή τη δόξα του Θεού .

Από Τους Αγίους Της
Εκκλησίας Μας

“Age should speak; advanced years
should teach wisdom.”

Job 32:7
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
Every Sunday Parish Hall 9:00am to 9:50am
All Ages Welcome 

WEDNESDAY SOCIAL GROUP
Every Wednesday at 11:00am
Kali Parea Social Group
St John’s Parish Hall
Call Stella– 0438 791 387 
Transport Available 

CHURCH SERVICE TIMES
AUGUST 2022
Monday 1st to Friday 5th at 5:30pm  
PARAKLISIS   
Saturday 6th at 9:00am                                           
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
Sunday 7th at 7:30am
6th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW
Monday 8th to Friday 12th 5:30pm 
PARAKLISIS 
Sunday 14th at 7:30am
9TH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW 
Sunday 14th at 6:00pm
VESPERS FOR DROMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS CAIRNS
Monday 15th at 7:30am
DORMTION OF THE THEOTOKOS CAIRNS
Sunday 21st at 7:30am
10th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW 
Sunday 28th at 7:30am
11th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW
Sunday 28th at 6:00pm
THE BEHEADING OF THE FORERUNNER
Monday 29th at 7:30am
BEHEADING OF THE FORERUNNER 

OCTOBER 2022

Thursday 1st at 6:00pm
BEGINNING OF THE INDICTION YEAR
Sunday 4th at 7:30am
12th  SUNDAY OF MATTHEW
Thursday 8th at 7:30am
THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS
Sunday 11th at 7:30am
SUNDAY BEFORE HOLY CROSS
Wednesday 14th at 7:30am
EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS (STRICT FAST)
Sunday 18th at 7:30am
SUNDAY AFTER THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS
Sunday 24th at 7:30am
OUR LADY OF MERTILES
Sunday 25th 7:30am 
1ST SUNDAY OF LUKE

SEPTEMBER 2022

Sunday 2nd at 7:30am
2ND SUNDAY OF LUKE    
Sunday 9th at 7:30am                 
7TH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
Sunday 16th at 7:30am 
4TH SUNDAY OF LUKE 
Thursday 20th at 7:30am 
ST. GERASIMOS OF KEFALONIA 
Sunday 23th at 7:30am                   
6TH SUNDAY OF LUKE
Wednesday 26TH at 6:00pm
GREAT MARTYR DIMITRIOS 
Friday 28TH 7:30am
THE HOLY PROTECTION OF THE THEOTOKOS
Sunday 30th at 7:30am
5TH SUNDAY OF LUKE

CONTACTS
St John the Baptist of Cairns 
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Menelaos Hatzoglou
Parish President: Theo Bacalakis  
M: 0415 936 609
P: (07) 4058 1116
E: fr.menelaos@gopcairns.org.au 

St Johns Community Care
Chairperson: Theo Bacalakis
Chief Executive Officer: Sonya Leonardi
P: (07) 40399 700
E: sjccl@sjccl.org.au          
Redlynch Day Care Centre
Director:  Lucimar Dos Santos
E: director@redlynchdaycarecentre.com.au
P: 4055 2020

Every Monday Parish Hall 4:00pm to 5:00pm
Aged 8 years +

LANGUAGE SCHOOL & DANCING

ON-GOING ACTIVITIES

FOR PARISH PRIEST SERVICES
Rev. Fr. Menelaos Hatzoglou 

Weddings, Confessions, Hospital visits,
Blessings, Home Visits and more.

Contact: 0415 936 609
Office Hours: 

Monday - 9am to 12pm
Tuesday to Friday - 4pm to 5:30pm

 
 UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday 21st August 
DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS LUNCHEON
FOLLOWING DIVINE LITURGY
Sunday 4th September                 
FATHERS DAY MORNING TEA
FOLLOWING DIVINE LITURGY
Sunday 30th October
DOXOLOGY SERVICE AND OXI DAY CELEBRATION
FOLLOWING DIVINE LITURGY

mailto:sjccl@sjccl.org.au

