
 
 

May Church Service Program 2022. 
 

Sunday 1st May Sunday of Thomas  
      Matins & Divine Liturgy 7:30 am 

       (No Memorial Services to be held). 
 
 

Sunday 8th May Sunday of The Myrrbearing Woman 
Matins & Divine Liturgy 7:30 am followed by Mother’s Day 

morning tea. 
 
 

Sunday 15th May Sunday of the Paralytic 

Matins & Divine Liturgy 7:30 am  
 
 

Wednesday 18th May Mid-Pentecost 
  Matins & Divine Liturgy 7:30 am 

 
 

Saturday 21st May Sts Constantine & Helen 
    English Divine Liturgy 9 am. 

 
 

  Sunday 22nd May Sunday of the Samaritan 
    Matins & Divine Liturgy 7:30 am 

 
 

   Sunday 29th May Sunday of the Blind Man 
        Matins & Divine Liturgy 7:30 am 
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Saints that are Celebrated in the month of May. 
Sts Constantine and Helen. 

This great and renowned sovereign of the Christians was the son of Constantius 
Chlorus (the ruler of the westernmost parts of the Roman empire), and of the 
blessed Helen. He was born in 272, in (according to some authorities) Naissus of 
Dardania, a city on the Hellespont. In 306, when his father died, he was pro-
claimed successor to his throne. In 312, on learning that Maxentius and Maximi-
nus had joined forces against him, he marched into Italy, where, while at the head 
of his troops, he saw in the sky after midday, beneath the sun, a radiant pillar in 
the form of a cross with the words: "By this shalt thou conquer." The following 
night, our Lord Jesus Christ appeared to him in a dream and declared to him the 
power of the Cross and its significance. When he arose in the morning, he immediately ordered 
that a labarum be made (which is a banner or standard of victory over the enemy) in the form of a 
cross, and he inscribed on it the Name of Jesus Christ.  
As for his holy mother Helen, after her son had made the Faith of Christ triumphant throughout 
the Roman Empire, she undertook a journey to Jerusalem and found the Holy Cross on which our 
Lord was crucified (see Sept. 13 and 14). After this, Saint Helen, in her zeal to glorify Christ, 
erected churches in Jerusalem at the sites of the Crucifixion and Resurrection, in Bethlehem at the 
cave where our Saviour was born, another on the Mount of Olives whence He ascended into 
Heaven, and many others throughout the Holy Land, Cyprus, and elsewhere. She was proclaimed 
Augusta, her image was stamped upon golden coins, and two cities were named Helenopolis after 
her in Bithynia and in Palestine. Having been thus glorified for her piety, she departed to the Lord 
being about eighty years of age, according to some in the year 330, according to others, in 336.  
 

St Therapon 
 
The Martyrdom Therapon was a monk and ascetic on the island of Cy-
prus. He was worthy of episcopal rank and, during a persecution of Chris-
tians, was found worthy of a yet higher crown: that of martyrdom. 
 
He brought many Greeks to the Christian faith and was cruelly persecuted 
by the pagans, being starved, imprisoned and flogged. They stripped him 
and threw him to the ground, bound him to four posts and beat him merci-
lessly, until they had stripped the flesh from his bones. However, the martyr 
still remained alive and the four dry posts became green and grew into tall 
trees from which many of the sick received healing. Finally, St Therapon was slain like a lamb 
and entered into the Kingdom, to behold the glory of God in eternity. He suffered with honour in 
the time of Valerian, in about 259. 
His body at first rested in a church in Cyprus, but, during the reign of the Emperor Nicephorus, in 
806, the Hagarenes fell upon Cyprus. Therapon appeared to the verger, told him that the infidel 
was about to attack Cyprus and ordered him to have his relics transferred to Constantinople. The 
verger saw to this at once. When the ship with the casket put to sea, a great storm arose, but the 
sea around the ship remained calm and a sweet perfume spread from the casket around the whole 
ship and the surrounding area. Then the verger opened it, and they saw that it was full of myrrh, 
which flowed from the saint’s relics. Many of the sick anointed themselves with this myrrh and 
were restored to health. 
A church was built in Constantinople (present day Istanbul, in Turkey) over the relics of the won-
derworking saint, which continued to give healing to all who gathered round them with faith. The 
gravest diseases were healed by St Therapon’s relics: paralysis, cancer, haemorrhage, insanity, 
blindness, tuberculosis and other maladies. 
We do not know much about the life of St Therapon. According to the witness of St Andrew Bish-
op of Crete, St Therapon lived prior to the seventh century. His was born in Anatolia (Modern 
Day Turkey) where monasticism flourished.  He matured and drew close to God through the up-
bringing of his pious parents. His desire to be united with Christ directed him towards monasti-
cism. 
The rich talents of the monk Therapon became quickly recognized by the people. The local bishop 
of his province ordained him as his deacon and then later, priest.  Sometime later, when the bishop 
fell asleep in the Lord, the clergy and laity elected St Therapon as their bishop. He fought against 
the heresy of iconoclasm and he suffered at the hands of the heretics who persecuted him and had 
him deposed. He travelled from place to place and everywhere he taught the Gospel, all the way to 
Jerusalem. 
He had a great desire to venerate the All-Holy Tomb of Christ and the other holy places. There he 
performed many miracles and the people esteemed him as a Holy Miracle-worker even while he 
was still alive!   He became well known by the people but he desired to flee from the attention 
they generated for him. 


