S
U
P
P
O
R
T
E
R
S

The Northern Beacon
Parish Newsletter
JUNE/JULY 2020
VOLUME 115

Parish Priest:
Rev. Fr. Menelaos Hatzoglou
Church: (07) 4058 1116
Fax: (07) 4055 2311
Mobile: 0415 936 609
Email: fr.menelaos@gopcairns.org.au
Theo Bacalakis
Mobile: 0488 083 266

Philoptochos Society of St John
the Baptist Parish Cairns

Up Coming Events.

Chairperson: Theo Bacalakis

June/July 2020

450-462 Kamerunga Road, Kamerunga)
PO Box 44R Redlynch QLD 4870
Ph: (07) 4039 9700 Fax: (07) 4039 9777
Email: sjccl@sjccl.org.au
Chief Executive Officer:
Sonya Leonardi
Effie Bacalakis

THANK
YOU
FOR
YOUR
SUPPORT

Greek Language School Language
Classes/Dance School
Every Monday 4pm Parish Hall.
Enquires contact Father
Menelaos Hatzoglou

Ph: (07) 4058 1116
St Johns Community Care

Regional CommunityServices Manager:
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FELLOWSHIP
Last Sunday of the Month Parish
Hall 11 am all welcome.

Parish President:
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Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia

Young Lifestyle Village:
(07) 4015 1527
Castlereagh:
(07) 4015 1533
Innisfail Office:
(07) 4061 2819
Mareeba Office:
(07) 4092 6912
Torres Strait Office:
(07) 4090 3666
Townsville:
(07) 4725 3777
Brisbane:
(07) 3865 7611
Coen:
(07) 4060 1200
Home Assist Secure
Ph: 4039 9700
Outside Cairns: 1300 301 882
Redlynch Day Care Centre
Director: Lucimar Dos Santos
Email: director@redlynchdaycarecentre.com.au

www.greekorthodoxparishcairns.org

Saturday 6th June Saturday of Souls
Matins & Divine Liturgy 8 am.
Sunday 7th June Sunday of Pentecost
Matins & Divine Liturgy 7:30 am
Tuesday 23 June 2020
Vespers service for the Nativity of
St John the Baptist 6pm
Live Streaming.
Wednesday 24th June Matins &
Divine Liturgy to Commemorate
The Nativity of St John the Baptist
Matins & Divine Liturgy 8:00am
Live Streaming
Friday 17th July 2020
English Divine Liturgy 6:00 pm

Sunday School
Every Sunday Parish Hall 9-9:50am
All Ages Welcome
For further information contact
Father Menelaos on
0415 936 609

Kali Parea — Seniors Group
Every Wednesday at 11am
St John’s Parish Hall
Call Stella– 0438 791 387
Transport Available
Who ever requires the Parish Priest,
Father Menelaos to attend the
cemetery for blessings.
Please contact Father Menelaos on
0415 936 609

Father Menelaos is available for
confessions every Wednesday
from 11am till 1pm or by appointment for any other day of
the week.

A Courtesy Bus is available
for Sunday Services to book
please contact Fr Menelaos
on 0415 936 609

HOSPITAL & HOME VISITS BY PRIEST
As we all know, at some point in our life there comes a time when we
find someone we love, or ourselves in hospital for a variety of reasons.
Whoever requires the Parish Priest to visit their loved ones in Hospital
or at home they contact Father Menelaos on 0415 936 609

Hello to all my beloved Parishioners,

Recent Events

CHRISTOS ANESTI to all of you and I hope that Easter was well spent with loved ones. This year’s
Easter was certainly different to other years due to the Coronavirus, I glorify God that I was able to
officiate the Services and Holy week Services as per normal but behind closed doors.

On Palm Sunday, the service was live streamed on our Facebook and it was
viewed by many around the world.
On Good Friday, after the Royal Hours Service, Thomas, Zacharia and
I dressed the Epitaphio this year due to the Coronavirus, the Epitaphio
looked amazing this year. The Good Friday service was live streamed.

This year I really have missed you all, Easter was not the same without you all. I Hope you are safe
and well and obeying the Laws of the Health Experts and Government officials.

On Easter Sunday, the service for the Resurrection was
officiated as normal, without the Parishioners. The Service was
live streamed and enjoyed by people all over the world.

His Eminence Archbishop Makarios wants to thank all of you for your understanding, cooperation
and patience with the measures that have been put in to protect all of you in this these trying
times and His Eminence understands our pain and that we all want to return to our Churches and
He prays for all of you to keep safe and well.
I ask all of you during these difficult times, not to panic or to have anxiety, Christ is truly with us,
yes, we are being tested, and we must remain strong in our Faith and constantly ask for Christ’s
mercy and forgiveness.
Most of you are most probably concerned about the sacrament of Holy Communion, again I ask
you to be patient and hope and pray that the Churches open to the public soon. To keep you at
ease with this, there is a prayer that we should be saying to ourselves quite regularly and that prayer is the Jesus Prayer, “Lord Jesus Christ Have Mercy on Me a Sinner,” We should recite this prayer
constantly and let this prayer beat with our heartbeat and with our breathing, this will give us the
Grace of God. The Jesus prayer should be recited with your prayer ropes.
This is a time of Prayer and spiritual reading; we should be reading the Church Fathers as well as
the Daily Bible Readings. This is easy to achieve especially through technology and Religious Apps.
I am constantly praying for you, there is not a day that goes by that I do not think about all of you,
please pray for me as well and keep me in your prayers as I keep you in my prayers.
Christ is with us every day; we have to realise this. We will never walk into darkness with our Lord,
Our Lord is the true light and his light warms our hearts and guides us and protects us.
Christ is love, Christ is merciful to the sick, weak and for those whom struggle in life.
Christ came to the world to meet His creation, to teach and to forgive our sins, Christ sacrificed
himself for our sakes.
With the resurrection of Our Lord, He has given us hope and a new life and has restored us and His
light illumines our heart and soul.
I encourage all of you to keep in contact with me either through emails, phone calls or SMS’. I am
here for all of you, my ministry continues. If you need confessions, please feel free to contact me to
organise a time to come and see me.
Let us all hope and pray that the world remains safe and healthy and that we all can return to our
Churches.
On a final note, our Sunday Services will be live streamed on our Facebook page St John the Baptist
Greek Orthodox Parish of Cairns click like and follow our services, keep well and safe.
In the Lord’s Richest Blessings
+Fr Menelaos.

UPCOMING EVENTS.

Saturday 6th June Saturday of Souls Matins & Divine Liturgy 8am, Father Menelaos will be at the
Cemetery for blessings from 11am till 12pm.
Tuesday 23rd June Vespers Service for the Nativity of St John the Baptist 6 pm. Live Streamed.
Wednesday 24th June Matins & Divine Liturgy 8am Live Streamed.
Friday 17th July English Divine Liturgy to commemorate St Marina 6:30 pm Live Streamed.
REMINDER
Just a friendly reminder that our Sunday Services will be live streamed on Facebook St John the
Baptist Greek Orthodox Parish of Cairns click like to follow us.
God Bless
+Fr Menelaos.
Our centre provides opportunities for children to learn through a play-based program through engaging with one another,
familiar educators and diverse range of learning environments. We celebrate family involvement through many activities over
the year and provide a Centre that is inclusive for varying abilities and cultures.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, we have tried to keep some normality for our young learners and our RDC families. By
continuing to celebrate events such as: Anzac Day, we created poppies with the children to later take home for the driveway
dawn service. We also shared in a sit down story of Anzac Ted in some of the older rooms. Many of our families gave positive
feedback about this experience, stating how much they appreciated our educators thinking outside the box in continuing to
incorporate these important events within the children’s lives.
Our qualified Educators promote development through child focused planning and programming, based on the children's
current knowledge and interests.
If you attend service on Sunday’s please feel free to come and look at our front gardens. As this has been a
platform for enquiry and discussions with our children’s loved ones.
At RDC we are currently accepting bookings for 2020. Please feel free to enquire within or contact us.
Please contact Luci or Jo from RDCC for any enquiries of bookings.
Ph: 40552020 or via email: director@redlynchdaycarecentre.com.au.

GUIDE TO FASTING
Fasting is an integral and essential part of Orthodox Christian life. There are 4 major periods of fasting during the year and a
number of other days in which Orthodox Christians abstain from meat, dairy products, eggs, fish, wine and oil.
Every Wednesday and Friday (with some exceptions) is a fasting day. If a feast day falls on a Wednesday or a Friday the fasting
is relaxed as indicated. With the exception of Holy Saturday, we never fast from wine and oil on Saturday or Sunday because
the Resurrection of Christ is celebrated on these days. Please consult your spiritual father or priest to help you apply these
guidelines to your own situation.
The Holy Apostles Fast commences Monday 15th June till Sunday 28th June 2020 Fish allowed except Wednesday’s &
Friday’s.

