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Greek Orthodox Parish Parish Council Cairns

Rev. Fr. Menelaos Hatzoglou, Peter Mappas, Constadinos Stratikopoulos, Les Lazarus, Thomas Triantaﬁlou
Theo Bacalakis, His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos, Charles Gianarakis
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(Photo taken 2013)

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
ON BEHALF OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CAIRNS

As we all come together to celebrate the signiﬁcant milestone of twenty- ﬁve years since
His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos inaugurated the Parish in May 1993 my thoughts and
prayers are ﬁrstly to all the people who worked so selﬂessly, with love and faith to establish
our Parish in Cairns.
There are so many people who have made signiﬁcant sacriﬁces giving in so many ways both
in time and also ﬁnancially. For many of us the Parish is not only our family but is our life.
There are many people who are no longer with us, but they are not forgotten, and their
contribution and memory are eternal.
On behalf of Father Menelaos, the Parish Council and Parishioners of St. John the Baptist
Cairns I would like to acknowledge His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos for His love,
commitment and unwavering support to the Parish.
The signiﬁcant milestone of twenty-ﬁve years since the inauguration of the Parish is in
itself a miracle. Though few in numbers the Parish has as His Eminence stated in 1994
served the wider community not just the Orthodox faithful of our region. As the only Greek
Orthodox Church with a permanent Priest in Far North Queensland the spiritual support of
other Orthodox Christians such as the Russian, Serbian, Ethiopian and Romanian
Orthodox, are met by our Parish Priest and Church.
Last year St. John the Baptist Redlynch Day Care celebrated 21 years of providing quality
childhood education to over 2500 children. Today some of those children now have
children of their own that attend the Centre.
This year St. John’s Community Care as an Activity of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
Australia celebrates 21 years of providing care and support to the Elderly, People with
Disability and their carers. In 1994 when His Eminence declared that this Parish in Cairns
would serve the wider community none of us could have imagined that would extend over
the whole state of Queensland including the Aboriginal and Torres Communities of
Thursday Island and Coen.
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I would like to acknowledge all that has been achieved by the Grace of God through His
Eminence Archbishop Stylianos, His Grace Bishop Seraphim, Parish Councillors,
Parishioners,

past

and

present,

the

Fundraising

Committee,

the

Ladies

Philoptochos,Members of Foundation 94,the Cairns Greek Orthodox Cultural Club,
Benefactors, Management, Staff and Volunteers of the Parish of St. John the Baptist, St.
John’s Community Care St. John’s Redlynch Day Care Centre, The Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese Consolidated Trust, all tiers of Government and funding bodies for their
contribution.
I have not mentioned individuals by name as they are all written in God’s Book. To each
and everyone of you may you and your families always receive the Lord’s Richest Blessings
May all praise and Glory be to God.

Theo Bacalakis
President

Greek Orthodox Parish Council Cairns

Thomas Triantaﬁlou, Peter Mappas, Constadinos Stratikopoulos, Rev. Fr. Menelaos Hatzoglou, Les Lazarus
Theo Bacalakis, His Grace Bishop Seraphim, Charles Gianarakis
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Greek Orthodox Parish Council Cairns
Inaugural Committee

1993

Back Row - George Taifalos, Nick Panopoulos, Father Nicholas Koutsonis, Peter Cominos, Helen Kezila
Front Row - Terry Karydas, Theo Bacalakis, Peter Kilili
(Insert photo in frame - His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos)
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

OUR STORY
Foreward

When our children reach the age of 25 with conﬁdence and strong values intact and
optimism for the future in place, a caring parent is instilled with a tremendous feeling of
pride and achievement. It’s a long and sometimes arduous journey, with many hurdles to
jump and obstacles to overcome.
It’s no different with an organisation. From conception, its success relies on the positive
aspirations, the courage, determination and fortitude of its founder.
With a quarter of a century passed, plans executed, progressive goals ticked off, and high
hopes for the future based on achievements of the past, it’s time to look back and reﬂect
upon who and what contributed to the emergence of this successful and still blossoming
organisation.
St John’s Greek Orthodox Parish has shaken off the trappings of youth, and as it celebrates
its Silver Jubilee, it’s a ﬁtting time to recall the words of His Eminence Archbishop
Stylianos, that the Parish of St John would not only serve the needs of its own Parishioners
but would serve the wider community.
In retrospect, that was an understatement.
Twenty ﬁve years on, St John’s Greek Orthodox Parish, while fulﬁlling the spiritual needs
of the faithful, remains an icon of successful development in its remarkable record of
achievement, building infrastructure and capability to empower and enhance the lives of
disabled, elderly and young children within the Cairns community.

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging one another...” (Hebrews 10:24–25 NIV).
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Easter 1994, St John’s Anglican Church Lake St Cairns
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From little things, big things do grow
Writing to His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos in June 1993, Theo Bacalakis, President of
the newly established Greek Orthodox Parish in Cairns expressed the Parish Councillors’
sincere gratitude for the immense support proffered by this revered primate of the Greek
Orthodox Church.
“The strong belief and conﬁdence you have extended to the inaugural Parish Council of
Cairns will always be a driving force in maintaining the dedication and sacred enthusiasm
with which we will initiate and maintain our activities.”
He continued, “The establishment and expansion of our new Parish will be for the beneﬁt
of all the faithful in the area”.
Did Theo Bacalakis, or indeed any of the Parish Councillors really envisage to what extent
future expansions would beneﬁt not only the faithful, but the wider community of the
Cairns region?
The Parish established, the next step was to establish the physical presence of the Parish
within the four solid walls of its own church, to create the heart of the Parish.
At the time, services were being held at St Peter’s Anglican Church in McLeod Street, the
services being conducted by a visiting priest from Innisfail.

Attempts to purchase St

Peter’s and the block of land on which it stood, were unsuccessful.

Easter 1994, St John’s Anglican Church Lake St Cairns
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First visit Fr John Kapetas 1993
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The Parish Council continued to work tirelessly to locate a potential site for the hub for the
Parish to take the form of a church, investigating numerous potential sites, and all the
while donations accumulated to fund a deposit when a suitable site was located.
In July 1993, The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia Property Trust entered into a
contract for the purchase of land on the corner of Fairweather Road and Brinsmead
Kamerunga Road, Redlynch for the construction of a church. The purchase price of the
kite-shaped 7064m2 block of land was $112,000.

Zoned Rural C, the construction of

‘places of worship’ was sanctioned.
The contract between the vendor and the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Property Trust was
signed and sealed and deposit paid on 6 July 1993. The Parish had a ‘home’, a home that
would eventually, with the building of the church, open its doors not only to the faithful,
but in the nurturing nature and in line with the spiritual ethos of the Greek Orthodox
Church, to the wider Cairns community.

His Grace Bishop Seraphim with Parish members at the newly purchased block of land for our Church

On 5 September 1993, Theo Bacalakis wrote to his fellow Councillors:
“… plans were sealed and have been sent to the Titles Ofﬁce for registration about ten days
ago… Since my last report to you the cane has been removed from the church land and it
looks impressive. My personal view is that we have bought well. I have been out and rotary
hoed the land so as to destroy the old cane stools. A large blue and white sign has been
erected and we are already receiving favourable comments from within our own
community and also outside.”

13
13

Standing L-R: C. Cominos, T. Bacalakis, T. Triantaﬁlou, A. Mastrapostolos,
Sitting L-R: T. Cominos, L. Lazarus, C. Gianarkis, H. Milaras, E. Bacalakis

The Fundraising Committee was constituted and under the Chairmanship of Chas
Gianarakis the fundraising began in earnest after the purchase of the block of land, with
donations gained from wide and far, and various events such as a popular fashion parade
and a Greek Paniyiri Festival drawing the crowds, and their generous monetary offerings,
all helping to grow the Greek Church Building Fund. Theo and Efﬁe Bacalakis threw open
the doors of their Meringa home to these events, with Parish Council Treasurer, Nick
Panopoulos, Secretary Peter Kilili and Vice President Helen Kezilas instrumental in
ensuring the events’ success.
The Parish also planned to rafﬂe a 1020 m2 block at Centenary Park to raise funds for the
building of the church, with 20,000 tickets to be sold at $10 each. The Parish applied for
and received a Major Art Union permit from the Queensland Treasury, and with the support
of various service clubs, the rafﬂe proved very successful.
The church did not qualify for government grants or tax deductions, so fundraising was the
only alternative available.
Interspersed through all this activity, fundraising events such as a Melbourne Cup
Luncheon at the George’s Greek Taverna in Cairns, all helped to bring the Parish closer to
its building goals.
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The block of land that was rafﬂed to raise money for the Church

Ladies Auxiliary monthly cake store at Rockmans corner Cairns

Greek Festival 1994 Meringa Farm

Fashion Parade Meringa Farm 1994
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On 25 September 1993, His Grace Bishop Seraphim representing His Eminence Archbishop
Stylianos, Cairns dignitaries and Parishioners were invited to the Parish Naming
Ceremony, which took the form of a formal dinner at the Paciﬁc International Ballroom in
Cairns.
The name would be decided in a fundraising activity whereby participants would pledge to
“Pay a donation, large or small specifying the amount towards the Saint’s name you wish
the Parish to be called.” On the night of the dinner, all the sealed envelopes would be
opened and the name that had raised the largest sum overall would be the name of the new
Parish. Participants would only need to pay the donation they promised if the name they
chose was selected.

The Saints that were nominated to be the Patron Saint of the Parish

The name was selected was St John the Baptist. “Saint John will be our guiding force in
achieving our aims” said Parish President Theo Bacalakis in a letter addressed to His
Eminence Archbishop Stylianos a few days later.
Overwhelmed with emotion, with tears in her eyes, a dedicated Parishioner said, “As you
know, many of us were christened, married, we christened our children, we married our
children, held funerals for our loved ones, all at St John’s Anglican Church in Lake Street,
and you know St John decided it was time for the Greek Orthodox families in Cairns to have
a church of their own called ‘St John’. And here we are.
The Parish would always remember their ‘Mother Church’, Dormition of Our Lady in
Innisfail, which had welcomed the faithful of the Greek Orthodox Church in the Far North
over a 60 year period. Like a child growing into adulthood and a making a life for himself,
the Greek Orthodox Parish of St John the Baptist would retain their close bond and
attachment to the Church that had nurtured their religion through more than half a
century.
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With the unavailability of His Eminence
Archbishop Stylianos, the Archbishop’s
representative,

His

Grace

Bishop

Seraphim had attended the occasion in
the Archbishop’s place. It was his ﬁrst
trip to Queensland, and the Parish made
plans to take him to Green Island and
the Barrier Reef, as well as a trip by rail
to the rainforest in Kuranda, but not
before His Grace blessed the Redlynch
site for the new church.
Later, the Parish would write to His
Grace to express its appreciation for his
visit, which, it said “served to reinforce
the commitment of your whole Parish in
achieving our aim of establishing a
church in the City of Cairns.” President
Theo Bacalakis went on to add “Your
warmth and sincerity has earned you the
title of the “People’s Bishop” within our
Parish”.

Naming of the Parish dinner with his Grace Bishop
Seraphim, September 1993
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In October 1993, President Theo Bacalakis and wife Efﬁe made an immensely generous
donation of a one acre block of land at Meringa to the Parish, ﬁrst seeking Mulgrave Shire
Council approval to subdivide.

Funds raised would contribute to the building of the

church.
It was a reﬂection of the cohesiveness and generosity of spirit of the Greek Orthodox
Community throughout Australia that donations continued to ﬂood in from those
communities all over Australia.
John Covacevic of MacDonnell’s Law contacted the Parish Council with the completely
unanticipated news that one of their clients had pledged a sum between $100,000 and
$150,000 towards construction of a church.
“And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches
in glory in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19
In November 1993, Chas Gianarakis of the local ﬁrm CMG Consulting Engineers,
generously donated and completed the structural building design of the church.
Preparations were underway to clear the site, and tenders were called for the construction.
At around the same time, some relief from
the stresses of church construction came
with the Cairns Greek Orthodox Parish of St
John the Baptist’s ﬁrst ever Epiphany at
Trinity Beach. An invitation was extended to
all members of the community to witness
this memorable, historic and very moving
event, which involved throwing the Cross
into the ocean, to be retrieved by male
divers.
Already, future plans for the establishment
of a Sunday School and a residence for the
Parish priest were under discussion, and in
early August of the same year, the Parish
registered interest in two old homes planned
for removal from the old Hambledon Mill
Estate and belonging to CSR, a ﬁtting
connection with the vital role the Greek
community had played in the pioneering of
the sugar industry in the region.
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Freshwater builders Keca Constructions won the tender for the construction of the Church
building, the long awaited construction commenced, and on 6 March 1994, his Eminence
Archbishop Stylianos, Father Spiro Bonias, Father Nicholas Kotsonis and Fr Elias Politakis
came to Cairns for the Historic Blessing of the Foundations of the new church.

Clearing of the land for the future Church started in Feb 1994

“The construction of our Church has commenced, the foundations have been laid, not
foundations of steel and concrete but foundations much stronger. The foundations are our
‘people’ who have embraced their dreams and their faith and are working tirelessly towards
the completion and opening of the Lord’s House,” said Parish President Theo Bacalakis to
those attending the Parish Naming Dinner at the Paciﬁc Hotel.
The Parish Council recalled the event of the Parish just a year previously, when the Parish
had a block of land, and an accompanying mortgage and a church building had been a
seemingly unattainable dream, as was a Parish Priest Soon after the land was purchased,
Father Spiro, during a visit from Townsville, encouraged the Parish President by telling
him to remember they were not building a block of shops or ﬂats or a warehouse, but the
“Lord’s House” and once it started, it was destined for completion.
‘God helps those who help themselves’ was certainly an appropriate mantra for St John the
Baptist Parish.
That Easter saw the Parish of St John the Baptist celebrate its ﬁrst Holy Week and Easter
and its last Easter celebration outside of its own church.

Members of the Russian and

Serbian Orthodox communities were invited to the services conducted at St John’s Church
in Lake Street by Father Soterios Lytras from Brisbane and attended by almost 300
worshippers. In previous years, the Cairns Greek Orthodox Community had travelled to
Innisfail for the Holy Week services.
“Easter 1994 will live on in our hearts and memories and will be a source of great spiritual
joy and gladness for us,” Parish President Theo Bacalakis told Reverend Lewis of St John’s
Anglican Church in a letter dated 1 May 1994. He further expressed a sincere hope that the
Parish could “also assist you in some way as the Anglicans have assisted us for so many
decades”, in an inspiring reﬂection of the unity and generous spirit of Christianity.
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Nativity of a Church

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among
them.” Matthew 18:20

On Sunday 6 March Archbishop Stylianos blessed the foundation stone of the long awaited
Greek Orthodox Church in Redlynch, the future place of worship for 200 Greek Orthodox
families living in Cairns. What a day for celebration. At last the church was underway and
the Parish would soon have its own place of worship.

1st Divine Liturgy conducted on the new site under a marquee
for the laying of the foundation stone

His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos blessing the foundation stone
of the new Church, March 1994

Jean Kilili receiving the Gold Trowel, from His Eminence
Archbishop Stylianos

A few weeks later, building funds were again boosted by an injection of $4000 resulting
from a vibrant Greek cultural evening complete with Greek cuisine and traditional dancing,
as well as a fair consumption of Ouzo.
The now iconic annual Greek Festival was taking shape, as was the pristine white church
building at Redlynch that was due for completion in June. The beautifully ornate building
was entered in the Queensland Master Builders Association’s annual Housing and
Construction Awards by builder Ken Caesar of KECA Constructions. Visiting QMBA judges
were overwhelmed by the beautiful interior timber ﬁttings and décor and the grandeur of
the entrance and bell tower.
20

Construction of Church, March - June 1994
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“In August, the ﬁrst Greek Cultural Festival heralded the birth of what was to evolve as a
major event on the Cairns social calendar. Held in a blocked off section of McLeod Street
adjacent to the very popular George’s Greek Taverna in Grafton Street, one of the main
highlights was the Greek feast on the sidewalk, while a Melbourne band played and St
John’s Parishioners, comprising adults and children, performed traditional dances to
entertain the crowds.
One hundred years after the arrival of the ﬁrst Greek family in Cairns and just one year to
the day from the Parish Naming Ceremony, St John the Baptist Parishioners experienced a
miracle, the opening of their own church.
It was indeed described as a Miracle of Miracles, brought about by the tremendous
determination of the Greek Orthodox community and the tremendous support of the wider
Cairns community. From cent sale to land sale, from afternoon teas to cultural festival,
bolstered by the faith and persistence of the Committee and the support of the highest
echelons of the Greek Orthodox Church in Australia, the rapid rise began of the sturdy
walls of St John the Baptist Church out of the rich red soils of Redlynch.
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“Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the ﬂock, in which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God,
which he obtained with his own blood.” Acts 20:28

24

The beautiful stark white ediﬁce with its breathtaking interior and highly ornate icons had,
in the meantime, and not surprisingly, won the Queensland Master Builders Association’s
Far North Queensland region Project of the Year.
The 266 Greek Orthodox families of the Cairns Parish had much reason to celebrate after
many years attending services in the churches of other denominations. Attempts had been
made in vain to purchase St Peter’s in McLeod Street, and many Cairns Parishioners had
travelled to Innisfail every week, as Greek Orthodox services in Cairns were limited to one
each month. Now their church had a heart, a healthily pumping heart at that, and there
was no looking back. The lifeblood of its Parishioners fuelled its growth and sealed its
successful future.
His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos ﬂew back to Cairns on 24th September 1994 to preside
over the ofﬁcial opening, attended by approximately 500 people, and followed by an
afternoon of festivities and dining in the true traditions of the Greek community.
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25th September 1994 - Blessing and Official Opening St John The Baptist Cairns

His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos conducting the blessing and ofﬁcial opening of the Church, 25th September 1994

Fr. Spiro Bonias, His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos, Fr Steven Scoutas
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25th September 1994 - Blessing and Official Opening St John The Baptist Cairns

His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos with Bishop George Tung Yep of the Anglican Church

Ofﬁcial dinner celebrating the blessing and opening of the new church

Parish dance groups performing at the ofﬁcial dinner for the opening of the church

27

Administering the Sacrament

“Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacriﬁce of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.” Hebrews
13;15

In December 1994, the Parish of St John the Baptist welcomed its ﬁrst priest, newly
ordained Father Chris Dimolianis of the Archdiocese of Our Lady of the Annunciation at
Redfern in Sydney.
Bilingual Father Chris was able to perform liturgies in both English and Greek.
Just a month or so after his arrival, Father Chris carried out the blessing of the water and
the congregation at the Parish’s second, and signiﬁcantly larger celebration of the Feast of
the Epiphany, following which he attended and blessed every Greek Orthodox household,
workplace and the people therein.

Ordination of Fr Chris Dimolianos at the Cathedral of the Annunciation, Redfern Sydney 1994
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A Rolling Stone Gathers No Moss
“It is important that we do not allow ourselves to become complacent. Just because we
have our church does not mean our task is over. We must continue to work hard and be
united, show respect and understanding for one another.” Theo Bacalakis - President’s
Report, Annual General Meeting 5 October 1994
Time has never stood still for the Parish of St John the Baptist in Cairns. The energy within
this community grows by the minute, like the rapidly increasing freneticism of the Greek
Zorba dance.
In August 1995, construction of the new Redlynch Daycare and Early Childhood
Development Centre had already commenced.
Reﬂecting the hallmark of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in Australia in the provision of
nursing homes, daycare centres, respite and welfare facilities and even schools, the
Redlynch Centre was the ﬁrst state of the art childcare centre the Archdiocese had built
anywhere in Queensland.

Fr Chris blessing the foundation stone of the St John the Baptist Redlynch Daycare Centre
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It seemed the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in Australia would never fail to support the
Parish hierarchy under Theo Bacalakis’s leadership in its commitment to serve the entire
community, rather than just the local Greek Orthodox community.
“… while we are actively creating and establishing visible structures within the Parish, we
must never overlook and forget that it is our Parishioners that are the very foundations of
the Parish. They must be cared for and nurtured like a small plant, watered and fed so it
my grow strong and vigorously. We must care for our Parishioners in the same way.”
President’s Report - 8 September 1995
The Archdiocese provided the infrastructure, and the new high quality, 75 place Daycare
Centre opened its doors in January 1996 . Vicki Gianarakis generously volunteered her
time and expertise in setting up the Centre.

Redlynch Daycare Centre 2018
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Redlynch Daycare Centre After Opening
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Enriching People’s Lives

St John’s Community Care
Residents of Cairns continued to be overawed by the energy and drive of St John’s Greek
Orthodox community.

It seemed there were no bounds to its enthusiasm and its

achievements.
His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos had long ago stated that the Greek Orthodox Church
community was committed to contributing to the greater community, and there was no
doubt now that this was indeed the case.
There was an identiﬁed opportunity for St John’s to once again ﬁll a gap in community
services.

The Parish Council had recognised the need for after hours and emergency

respite in our city that already had adequate daytime respite facilities. Carers need to look
after their own health and wellbeing by having a break from time to time - essential for the
carer and the cared for, and there was little in place in Cairns to cover emergency or after
hour contingencies, nothing for weekends or evenings.
Less than a year later, in 1997, His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos ﬂew to Cairns once
again, this time to perform the blessing and opening of the new weekend and after hours
respite centre, the ﬁrst of its kind in the State outside of Brisbane.

St John’s Community Care Respite Centre and Redlynch Daycare Centre, 1996
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Fourteen months before, a working party had been formed to compile a submission,
supported by high proﬁle community members including Federal Member for Leichhardt,
Warren Entsch MP; State Member for Cairns, Keith DeLacy MP; State Member for
Mulgrave, Naomi Wilson MP; Cairns Mayor, Cr Tom Pyne; Councillor Deirdre Ford of
Cairns City Council and Peter McCormack of HACC.

Embraced by the three tiers of

government, St John’s Parish achieved Federal Government funding of over $108,000 in
recurrent grants and nearly $20,500 in non-recurrent capital funding.
Although His Eminence paid tribute to the three
tiers of government for their contribution,
largely by way of grants, the truth is that the
development was largely attributable to the
tireless work of Parish President Theo Bacalakis,
the Parish’s Executive Committee, Parish Priests
Father

Chris

Dimolianos

and

Father

Elias

Politakis, along with members of Foundation 94.
Foundation 94 was established to assist the
Parish in its formative years, in recognition of
the need for ongoing ﬁnancial resources to
address the debt on the land and the ongoing
running expenses of the Parish. Explaining the
reasons for its inception in addressing the
Annual General Meeting of the Parish in October
1994,

Parish President Theo Bacalakis added

there was no obligation on any individual to
contribute to Foundation 94; it did not represent
membership of the Church, as the very fact that
someone

was

Christian

a

baptised

automatically

Greek

Orthodox

`conveyed

that

membership.
“There are so many people in our parish who are
committed to the parish and their contributions,
whether they be ﬁnancial, physical, baking
sweets for our cake stalls, cooking for our many
functions, donating food, drinks, cleaning and
caring for the Church, the Psaltes, Sunday
School,

they

all

play

a

major

role

and

contribution to the Church.
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On 2 November 1997, His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos ofﬁciated at the blessing and
opening ceremony of St John’s Community Care’s After Hours Respite Centre, catering for
the frail, elderly and disabled members of the local community.

Federal Member for

Leichhardt, Warren Entsch and Cairns City Council Mayor Tom Pyne opened the new
multicultural centre, funded by the Home and Community Care Program (HACC) and
equipped to accommodate up to 15 people.
His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos read the sermon at the Sunday Liturgy at St John the
Baptist Church in the presence of St John’s Parish Priest, Father Elias Politakis and a
multitude of Parishioners and visitors as well as visiting Orthodox priests, Father Spiro
Bonias of Townsville and Father Nicholas Kotsonis from Innisfail. Bearing testament to
the inclusivity of St John’s Parish in the spirit of Christianity, Parishioners were delighted
to welcome His Grace Bishop George Tung Yep and Father Peter Laurence of the Anglican
Church in Cairns, Monsignor Lennon of the Roman Catholic Church and Reverend Brian
Gilmore of the Uniting Church, as well as multi denominational visitors eager to celebrate
this joyous occasion.
Parish President Theo Bacalakis was delighted to receive the keys to a specially equipped
16 seater bus, presented by Cairns City Council to facilitate transport of clients to and from
the Centre.

Provided they met the standard HACC requirements, the centre would

welcome people from all ethnic backgrounds and denominations.

His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos ofﬁciates the opening of the St John’s Community Care Respite Centre Redlynch, 1997

St John’s Community Care Respite Centre Redlynch, 2000
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The centre was in fact an appropriately equipped house, providing a home from home,
welcoming ambience.
The new multicultural Aged Care Program, which had received funding from the
Department of Health & Family Services for 10 care packages, also commenced in 1997.
The program employed support workers with appropriate cultural and language skills to
facilitate communication and ensure quality care to its clients from diverse backgrounds.
Assessment for eligibility to the program was carried out in the potential clients’ own
homes by the St John’s Aged Care Assessment Team.
By this time, 120 families (74 children) were using the Redlynch Daycare and Early
Childhood Development Centre, whose motto was “We know how special they are”. The
Centre, which aimed to make child care “convenient, affordable, educational and an
extension of the family”, provided care and programs for children aged from six weeks to
school entry age.
It was back in 1994 at the opening of the Church, when His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos
had foreseen the far reaching effects of St John the Baptist Parish on the wider community.
His prophetic words came back to him as he marvelled at the positive effect the new
Respite Centre would have on the Cairns community, saying it was “further proof of the
beneﬁts which this young and vibrant Parish has brought to so many people”.
“I express the congratulations of the church and my humble self for the tireless efforts of
the Parish president and executive committee, and all those who have assisted in any way
whatsoever towards the completion of the respite centre,” His Eminence added.
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True to form, there was hardly time to take a breath before the caring arms of St John
steered the Parish’s philanthropic ventures onto the Tablelands, and the Kuranda Respite
Centre was opened in 1998.
Soon afterwards, in June 1999, His Grace Bishop Seraphim ﬂew to Cairns to ofﬁciate at the
opening of the new Gordonvale Respite Centre.

Cairns Mayor Tom Pyne voiced the

thoughts of many in the Cairns community:
“Provision of facilities for those among us who have special needs is vital if we are to grow
as a caring, progressive society. In terms of our special part of the world, I cannot think of
a ﬁner example of these principles being put into practice than St John’s Community Care
Ltd.”
Archbishop Stylianos, in writing to advise of his inability to attend, and passing greetings
and congratulations, again remarked on the remarkable achievements of the St John the
Baptist Parish in Cairns:
“… I must admit that I am proud in the Lord that our Parish of St John the Baptist has
always pioneered similar initiatives in fruitful collaboration with relevant organisations
and charitable communities in the area.”

His Grace Bishop Seraphim ofﬁciating the opening and blessing of the Gordonvale Respite Centre, 1999
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The many faces of St John’s Community Care
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Extra respite services, the Multicultural Aged Care Program, Project 300, Home Assist
Secure and the Cairns Recreation and Social Club Program all commenced before 2000.
Since 2000, HACC Home Maintenance began, ﬁfteen new aged care packages were
approved, a Dementia Support Group was established, along with a Disability Support
Advisory Group. Short-term overnight respite started in Gordonvale, Inclusive Partners
and FNQ Home Modiﬁcations began and CACP’s and In-Home respite. Transport services
began, and the Young Lifestyle Program was funded.
In 2004, government funding created a much welcomed opportunity to commence an after
school respite centre in Mareeba. The Quill Street Centre provides Day Respite, Social
Support, Disability Services, Aged Care Support, Aged Care Packages, Allied Health,
Overnight Respite and assists in Home Modiﬁcations.

Expansion of St John’s Community Care Centre Mareeba. Original building on the right in each pic

Clients of St John’s Mareeba enjoy fun and games

Fr Menelaos congratulates Simon for winning the St John’s
annual art show

David Webster installs a handrail as a part of the Home
Assistance program
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Cyclone Larry crossed the tropical North Queensland coast near Innisfail on 20 March
2006, leaving a trail of destruction in its wake and an urgent need to locate premises for St
John’s Community Care to provide much needed services. The search was on, but ﬁnding
a suitable property was proving difﬁcult, but the Greek Orthodox Community of Innisfail
and North Queensland came to the community’s assistance, providing a suitable building
in Owen Street, Innisfail, which became home for St John’s Community Care for the next
ﬁve years.

In the aftermath of Cyclone Larry, and with services expanding, the need for larger
premises became apparent, and the search was on. Applications were made for capital
funding but were unsuccessful.

A suitable site was located in Rankin Street, and His

Eminence Archbishop Stylianos and the Archdiocese committed to the building of the
facility from its own resources.

On 28th April 2012, St John’s Community Care celebrated the opening of its new home in
Rankin Street, Innisfail.

The new facility offered centre based day care, community

transport, podiatry and allied health, Home Assist Secure, disability (including mental
health) services and support, and aged care packages.

His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos opening St John’s Community Care Rankin St Innisfail, 2012
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At the opening of the Centre, St John’s Community Care Chairperson, Theo Bacalakis
expressed gratitude to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia for its tremendous
support for St John’s Community Care programs.
“Of course, without the ﬁnancial support of operational funding from government - State
and Federal - we could not provide the care that we do,” he added.
In 2005, St John’s Community Care commenced services on Thursday Island.

Ellen Mosby has a chat with the locals on Thursday Island

Theo and Efﬁe visit T.I to listen to the needs of clients and staff

St John’s Community Care providing much needed services to the
Torres Strait

The plight of disabled young people forced, through lack of suitable facility, to live in
nursing homes for the aged, had long been a concern for St John’s Community Care. With
around 6,500 disabled young Australians with complex, high care needs living in
inappropriate care facilities around the country, St John’s was delighted to have been
chosen, along with Brisbane, to make a start on changing that status quo. In early 2007,
State and Federal governments pledged $1.3 million in annual running costs to support the
establishment of a $3 million complex on a former cane farm outside Gordonvale.
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The project would ultimately comprise four ﬁve bedroom houses, an appropriately
equipped hydrotherapy pool and sports facilities, landscaped gardens and individual units
for independent living. The facility formed part of the initial phase of a ﬁve year $47.8
million Younger People in Residential Aged Care initiative, jointly funded by Federal and
State governments.

Young Lifestyle Village

Warren Pitt, Member for Mulgrave turned the ﬁrst sod, 2007

His Eminence Archbishop Stylians and Warren Pitt unveiling the ofﬁcial
plaque at the opening, 2009

SCOPE Ladies continue to raise for to support the St John’s Young Lifestyle Village in Gordonvale

Clients and staff enjoy a game of basketball

Shaun heading out for the day
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Townsville welcomed St John’s in 2013, with services including Disability Support,
Domestic Assistance and HACC Home Maintenance for residents over 65 years of age.

Lucia loves her garden and receives help from the St John’s Community Care Home Maintenance program in Townsville

His Grace Bishop Seraphim ofﬁciates the opening of St John’s
Community Care Townsville

Anelise Wanderly chats with one of our wonderful clients

St John’s expanded beyond the North Queensland Region, commencing services at North
Brisbane in 2014 within the Parish of St. Paraveski Taigum. Initially Taigum provided
Allied Health Care and Domestic Assistance services, but went on to establish disability
services, when they constructed two purpose built houses on the Parish grounds, under the
Elderly Parent Carer Initiative in 2016. These homes provide support for six permanent
residents.
During 2015-16, St John’s continued to extend its hand of support to new clients, carers
and service providers throughout Queensland. In an effort to ensure that all clients receive
the support that they need, St John’s was able to step in to assist with the transition of
around 200 clients from Cairns and the Cape York Peninsula. In December 2015 St John’s
commenced services in Coen.
53

Turning of the sod ceremony for the Taigum Estia Villas by
Minister Coralee O’Rourke

Preparing a meal for our clients at St John’s Taigum

Commencement of Services in Taigum

Centre Based activities at St John’s Brisbane North 2015

Taigum purpose built houses for people with a disability

By 2018, St John’s Community Care, which had started with 12 clients and three staff, is
now providing services to over 5000 clients and employs 400 staff across 8 locations
throughout QLD.
“It has been a real joy watching St John’s grow from a small seed to the multi branched tree
it is today.

With unswaying determination, the Parish has helped men women and

children across the board, young and old, people with disabilities, aged care, and the
captive area had grown far beyond Chairman Theo Bacalakis’ vision - all through the Greek
community focus on the betterment of people’s lives, no matter their cultural background.
That is the true spirit of Christianity.”
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St John’s hosted the 10th Annual Greek Welfare Conference in October 2017. Delegates of the conference pictured here with Tjapakai dance group.

Opening of the ECPII Houses in Gordonvale at the Young Lifestyle Village with His Grace Bishop Iakovos and
Member for Mulgrave Curtis Pitt 2016

Opening of the Archbishop Stylianos Centre Redlynch, 2015
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Feast of the Epiphany

The Epiphany, also known as Fota or Theofania is celebrated every year on January 6, and
commemorates the baptism of Jesus Christ by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. The
Epiphany also celebrates the visit of the Three Kings to the baby Jesus .
In accordance with tradition, a priest or bishop hurls a cross into water and boys and young
men of the Parish compete to retrieve it. The lucky lad who ﬁnds the cross is rewarded by
the blessings of the priest and good luck, and frequently presented with a small religious
souvenir as a symbol of his success.

A blessing of the waters is an integral part of the

ceremony.
This is a particularly uplifting day for the Parish of St John the Baptist, naturally.
Trinity Beach was chosen for the annual blessing ceremony due to its association with the
Holy Trinity
Here in the Tropics, the weather is warm in January, and the waters of the Coral Sea are
relatively calm at this time of the year. However, owing to the presence of Irukandji
jellyﬁsh in the tropical monsoon season, the cross is thrown into the stinger enclosure at
Trinity Beach.

Over the years, many jubilant faces have emerged from the briny,

triumphantly holding aloft the treasured cross. Fortunately, to this day, and maybe as a
result of divine intervention, not one cross has been surrendered to the clutches of the
ocean tides.

Fr Chris Dimolianos blessing the waters, Trinity Beach, 1995

Fr Menelaos Hatzoglou blessing the waters, Trinity Beach, 2014
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In the Beginning...

Greek migration to Australia began with the gold rush in the mid 1800s, with later settlers
in the early 1900s ﬁnding employment as canecutters and miners, and occasionally shop
owners. They had come to Australia in the hope of a better life, and their eagerness to
make this happen helped create a reputation for adaptability, tremendous community
spirit and for embracing their traditional values.
Many of these early Hellenic immigrants had hoped to ﬁnd wealth in the goldﬁelds and
return home, and there were few women among them. Most arrived in southern states,
particularly NSW, working in shops or cafes before coming north to Queensland and the
caneﬁelds. Their strong ties to their mother country saw them adhering to the life and
cultural traditions of home, and they did this successfully, embracing their new life while
maintaining the colourful, family oriented traditions of their homeland, a rich and vibrant
contribution to Australia’s burgeoning cultural mix.
Contessa Diamantina Roma, the tenth of eleven children born to Count Giorgio-Candiano
Roma and his wife (the former Contessa Orsola di Balsama, daughter of another Zantiot
nobleman) in 1933.

She met Englishman Sir George Bowen at Corfu and they were

subsequently married in 1856. Sir George, a true Philhellene, was appointed ﬁrst Governor
of Queensland, arriving in Brisbane in December 1859 and declaring Queensland a separate
state.
In the true philanthropy and community focused nature of Greek culture, Lady Bowen
facilitated the founding of various altruistic initiatives such as the Lady Bowen Lying-In
Hospital and Diamantina Orphanage.
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There is much to be seen in the chain of charitable and community oriented developments
during Lady Bowen’s life that mirrors the philanthropic ladder of St John’s Community
Care.

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
Luke 6:38

In Cairns in 1906, George Comino, born on the Greek Island of Kythera, arrived in Cairns
from Sydney and opened Comino’s Café in Abbott Street, which was to become the heart of
the town. His son Peter recalls his father telling him that his ﬁrst day’s takings amounted
to 15/2 (ﬁfteen shillings and tuppence), or about $1.50. The Greek population in the area
were males, most canecutters, and tradition had it that Greeks in those days never paid for
their meals, even up to the 1960s. They were guests of the café, simple as that.
The Greek inﬂuence had arrived in Cairns. The Comino café was considered one of the
most modern eating establishments in Australia, and the name Cominos (the apostrophe
was later dropped from the name) became synonymous with the advancement and
cohesion of the Greek community in Cairns.
Slowly, more Greeks arrived in the region, hard workers focused on forging a livelihood and
prosperous future for their descendants. Yearnings for the familiarity of cultural tradition
and the camaraderie of extended families and shared festivities, they came together to
support each other at work and at home, sharing stories, meals, dancing and festivities,
keeping the magic of their home country alive and forging lifetime alliances.
The Greek Club in Lake Street (later Sheridan Street) was the focus of the Greek
community, a place where fellow countrymen could come together to drink coffee in the
traditional way, play cards and gamble.
From the loneliness of migrant life, the warmth of shared memories, and the sheer joy of
celebrating heritage, the annual Greek Festival was born.
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Paniyiri - Home from Home
Greek Festival
Rome wasn’t built in a day, and neither was the current annual Greek Festival, an iconic
event on the Cairns social calendar. However, its rapid and unprecedented growth has
surpassed everyone’s expectations.
In 1998, Fogarty Park in Cairns played host to the ﬁrst annual Greek Festival in Cairns. But
this was by no means the ﬁrst Greek celebration of culture witnessed in Cairns. The Greek
community had enjoyed frequent cultural get togethers akin to the 42 year old Brisbane
Paniyiri Festival, starting in the early 1990s with proceeds from the fun event (held on the
Bacalakis’ farm in Meringa) being put into the Greek Church Building Fund. The events
were so successful and so well received by non-Greek participants, it was decided to hold a
Greek Festival in Cairns at a venue where the region’s residents could sample the
numerous delights of Greek culture.
The vibrant inaugural event, held to coincide with the Greek Harvest Festival, and
showcasing Hellenic music, dancing and gastronomic indulgences, was a huge success.
From ballroom to belly dancing, bouzoukis to baklava, souvlaki to spanakopita, octopus
and Ouzo, accompanied by traditional olive spitting and honey puff eating contests and
plate smashing, the non-stop festivities over two nights won not only the people of Cairns,
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Greek Festival, Fogarty Park Cairns, 1998

A large contingent of delighted tourists, and the overwhelming support of local business
and individual sponsors. With an anticipated crowd of around 2000, the festival welcomed
double that quantity of revellers.
Sadly, for several years, due to insurance issues impacting not for proﬁt organisations’
ability to host such events, the Festival was unable to proceed.
The year 2012 saw the rebirth of the Festival, with huge crowds attending the family
friendly event, participating in colourful traditional dancing, enjoying mouthwatering
Greek dishes, sweets and delicacies lovingly prepared on site, and helping raise funds for
the St John’s Friendship Garden. The Garden was designed to bring the children of St
John’s Daycare Centre and the clients of St John’s Community Care together to plant and
care for a vegetable and herb garden.

Funds raised the following year facilitated a

partnership between St John’s and Redlynch State College, which saw senior students
designing and creating colourful totem poles for the garden, depicting characters and
themes from children’s storybooks as part of a literacy initiative.
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The Greek Community, relatively small in number but big of heart, had opened its heart to
the Cairns community and the Cairns community reciprocated; it was without a shadow of
doubt, a truly multicultural event.
The festival has gone from strength to strength, and since 2005 it has been held in the
grounds of St John the Baptist Parish Church, the pristine white walls of this stunning
ediﬁce providing the perfect background to the vivid colours of the dancers and festival
participants.
The iconic Festival gets bigger and better by the year, and truly embodies the warmth and
caring nature of the Greek community in Cairns. St John’s Parish Board, Committee and
Parishioners are immensely proud to facilitate this event each year and the Greek
community embrace the opportunity to share their rich cultural heritage with the people
of the Cairns region and beyond.
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Diary of Events
1993

The Greek Orthodox Parish of Cairns is inaugurated on 31st May, by His
Eminence Archbishop Stylianos.
The Parish is named ‘St John the Baptist’ on 25th September.
Law ﬁrm MacDonnells advise the Parish Council that one of its clients has
pledged $100,000 to $150,000 towards the construction of the church on the
proviso that he or she remained anonymous.
Land is purchased in Redlynch for the erection of St John the Baptist Greek
Orthodox Church. Contracts signed on 19 July.
In December, tenders are called for the construction of the church at
Redlynch.

1994

4th February: Foundation stone of the new church is laid.
6th March: His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos visits the Parish for the ﬁrst
time and lays the foundation stone of the new Church of St. John the Baptist.
5th June: First service is held in the Church; the service being conducted by
Father Soterios Lytras from Brisbane.
Father Chris Dimolianis commences duties as the ﬁrst Parish Priest of St John
the Baptist Parish.
25th September: His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos ofﬁcially opens and
blesses the new St John the Baptist Church.

1995

The Parish undertakes to provide for the needs of families with young
children.

1996

The Redlynch Daycare and Early Development Centre opens, reﬂecting
commitment to the Parish Council’s pledge of the previous year.

1997

Father Elias Politakis arrives in Cairns from the Gold Coast to serve the Greek
Orthodox Parish of St John the Baptist.
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1997

November 2: His Eminence Archbishop Stylianos ofﬁciates at the blessing and
opening ceremony of St John’s Community Care’s After Hours Respite Centre.

1998

St John’s Community Care opens in Kuranda.

1999

St John’s Community Care opens in Gordonvale.

2000

Greek Orthodox Church Parish Council President Theo Bacalakis is awarded
the Church’s highest honour - the Golden Cross of St Andrew, awarded to only
10 people in the preceding 25 years. Award presented by Archbishop
Harkianikis.

HACC Home Maintenance commences.

Ofﬁcial opening of St John’s Community Care Administration Centre.

2004

St John’s Community Care opens in Mareeba

2007

Turning of the sod on the site of the new $1.8m accommodation facility for
younger people with a disability.

2008

St John’s Community Care opens in Innisfail.

2014

Introduction of Twilight - a new service to provide emergency care of a loved
one for 24 hours in the event the carer is unable to provide care.

St John’s Community Care opens in Townsville and Taigum.

2016

St John’s Community Care commences services in Coen

2018

February: St John’s Community Care Chairman Theo Bacalakis is awarded
Citizen of the Year in the Cairns Regional Council Australia Day Awards.

May 19th: Celebrating 25 years since the establishment of St John the Baptist
Parish in Cairns.
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The History of the

Greek Orthodox Church in Australia
Immigration in the Nineteenth Century
Immigration by Greeks to Australia began in
the middle of the nineteenth century. On the
29th May 1898, the foundations of the ﬁrst
Greek Orthodox Church, the Holy Trinity, were
laid. The ﬁrst priest to serve the religious needs
of

the

Greek

Melbourne

was

Orthodox

in

Sydney

Archimandrite

and

Dorotheos

Bakaliaros (c. 1896). In March 1924, the
Metropolis of Australia and New Zealand was
established under the Ecumenical Patriarchate. The ﬁrst Metropolitan of the new province
of the Ecumenical Thronos was Christoforos (Knitis) of Serres. In 1929 Metropolitan
Christoforos returned to his homeland, Samos. He died on the 7th August 1959.
By 1927 there were more than 10000 Greeks residing in Australia. Greek Orthodox
Communities were established in the cities of Perth, Brisbane, Port Pirie and Darwin.
However, the only communities with churches were those of Sydney, Melbourne and Port
Pirie. In 1931 Timotheos (Evangelinidis) was elected as the second Metropolitan of
Australia and New Zealand and arrived in Australia on the 28th January 1932. He presided
over the Church of Australia and New Zealand until 1947 when he was elected
Metropolitan of Rhodes.
On the 22nd April of that year Theophylactos (Papathanasopoulos) was elected as the third
Metropolitan. On the 2nd August 1958, Metropolitan Theophylactos was Killed in a car
accident. In February 1959 the Assistant Bishop of the Archdiocese of America, Bishop
Ezekiel (Tsoukalas) of Nazianzos was elected Metropolitan of Australia. He arrived in
Sydney on the 27th April 1959.
On the 1st September 1959 the Metropolis of Australia and New Zealand was elevated to
Archdiocese and Metropolitan Ezekiel to Archbishop. The steep increase in migration
created new needs and problems. In order to deal better with these, new communities were
created, new churches build, schools established, Philoptochos Societies organized, and
special care was given to the youth and the catechesis of children.
In the large cities there are, apart from the Philoptochos Societies, centres which provide
for the general philanthropic and social problems of Greeks. For a more complete
organization of the Archdiocese and the communities, the Archdiocese has held eight
Clergy-Laity Congresses, the last of which took place in January 1998. In January 1970 after
a decision of the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, for practical reasons New
Zealand was separated from the Archdiocese of Australia and formed the Metropolis of
New Zealand.
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New Archbishop of Australia
In August 1974 the Ecumenical Patriarchate
promoted His Eminence Archbishop Ezekiel to
the Metropolis of Pisidia (who passed away in
Athens July 1987), and on the 3rd February
1975 in his place the Holy Synod of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate unanimously elected
His Eminence Metropolitan of Miletoupolis Stylianos (Harkianakis), lecturer at the
University of Thessaloniki, as the new Archbishop of Australia. Archbishop Stylianos
arrived in Sydney on the 15th April 1975 and was ofﬁcially enthroned on Lazarus Saturday
on the 26th April 1975.
The new Archbishop, respecting the work of his predecessor in erecting churches and other
benevolent institutions, took on as one of his special concerns the social and cultural
development of his ﬂock with the systematic cultivation and promotion of the spiritual
treasure of Greek Orthodox Tradition.
In order to achieve this, he created closer contact between Orthodox and non-Orthodox
churches in Australia and with the universities of this country. Appropriate restructuring
of the services of the Archdiocese took place, and the Archbishop was ofﬁcially appointed
to the University of Sydney to teach Orthodox theology. Apart from this he continues to be
a permanent member of various Christian Theological Commissions. The establishment of
new churches and other benevolent institutions continue under the inspiration of the new
Archbishop; however, priority is given to promotion of the spiritual and cultural treasures
of the Greek Orthodox tradition. This was the aim also of the celebrations from the 50th
anniversary of the Archdiocese in 1976, which included an entire range of events with
positive repercussions not only within the Greek community but in the Australian society
at large.
A decisive landmark for ecclesiastical matters occurred with the 4th Clergy-Laity Congress
which took place in January 1981. The importance of this historic Congress can not only be
seen in the fact that the Governor-General of Australia opened its proceedings, but also in
the presence, for the ﬁrst time, of ofﬁcial representatives of the Patriarchate, as well as
special representatives of the Greek Government and Australia’s Greek Ambassador.
Of equally great importance and success was the 5th Clergy-Laity Congress in Brisbane, in
January 1985, the 6th in Melbourne in January 1989, the 7th in Sydney in January 1993, the
8th in Sydney in January 1998, as well the 9th again in Sydney in January 2003.
This new and blessed period of our Archdiocese characterized, amongst other things, by
the ordination of over thirty new priests, the sponsoring of spiritual fathers from Mt. Athos
and other spiritual people from Greece, pilgrimages of Greeks to the Holy Land and the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, the establishment of the Standing Conference of Canonical
Orthodox Churches of Australia (SCCOCA) under the permanent presidency of the
representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Archbishop of Australia.
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The climax of the work of our Archdiocese can be seen in the completion, after many long
efforts, of the establishment of St. Andrew’s Theological College. The College curriculum
is recognized as equivalent to university courses in Australia and Greece. Important too
are the National youth conferences held in Melbourne 1982, Sydney 1984, Melbourne 1986
and 1989, Adelaide 1991, Brisbane 1994, Sydney 1998 and Melbourne 2001, as well as the
alternate State Youth Conferences, all of which were the outcome of the resolution of the
4th Clergy-Laity Congress.

Milestone: Visit of His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

A great milestone in the life of our church and people in Australia was of course the
historic Ofﬁcial Visit of His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew in November
1996.
During the anniversary celebrations or the year 2000, the Archdiocese took signiﬁcant
steps to establish relevant institutions, councils and committees as part of its ongoing
efforts towards spiritual development. First of all, the Millennium Heritage Council was
formed, comprising representatives of both genders from various States around Australia.
Arising from that Council were the following initiatives:
a) The 200-member Millennium Choir of the Archdiocese which, together with the
Children’s Choir drawn from the Orthodox Day Schools in Sydney, brought worldwide
recognition to the Greek Australian community, through their splendid participation of
the historic Olympic Games of Sydney 2000.
b) The pioneering Provicare Foundation (whose name derives from the “providence” of
God and human “care”, so that both the divine and human aspects of the Church can be
appreciated in an Orthodox manner). The highly painful and responsible concern of this
Foundation will be to offer every possible assistance to the growing number of victims of
alcohol and drug abuse. Among the aims of Provicare is the establishment of detoxiﬁcation
Centres in the largest cities of Australia, reintegration of those who suffer, as well as
scientiﬁc research into the related problems “St Andrew’s Orthodox Press”, for the
publications of our Theological College, as well as of our Church newspaper, which will be
the mirror of our entire community in Australia, covering Greek Australian issues and
projects, and for this reason will be distributed in our Churches throughout Australia free
of charge. For the time being, the newspaper shall be monthly. The oldest Greek newspaper
in Australia, having been established in Sydney in 1913, THE VEMA was a gift given
completely freely to the Church by the prominent and industrious businessman Mr. Greg
Gavrielides.
82

Major events in the history of the Greek Orthodox Church in Australia
As early as 1820, a Russian Antarctic
expedition pulled into the port of Sydney,
where it remained for several months. The
Divine Liturgy was celebrated in all its
glory

by

the

priest-monk

Dioysii

at

Kirribilli Point in Sydney.
The ﬁrst priest to serve the needs of the Greek Orthodox in Sydney and Melbourne was
Archimandrite Dorotheos Bakaliaros around 1896 AD. He inspired the Greek people
celebrating the Liturgy, marriages and baptisms. The ﬁrst Greek Orthodox Church was
opened in May 1898 at Surry Hills, New South Wales, and was dedicated to the Holy Trinity
in Melbourne.
In March 1924, the Metropolis of Australia and New Zealand was established under the
Ecumenical Patriarchate. Christoforos (Knitis) of Serres was the Metropolitan of this new
province of the Ecumenical Throne. Metropolitan Christoforos returned to his homeland,
Samos, in 1929 where he died on the 7th August 1959.
By 1927 there were more than 10 000 Greeks living in Australia. Greek Orthodox
Communities developed in Brisbane, Perth, Port Pirie and Darwin. Beyond any doubt, in all
of these Communities the church was the centre of stability and unity for the new life of
the migrant in Australia.
In 1931 Timotheos (Evangelinidis) was elected as the second Metropolitan of Australia and
New Zealand and arrived in Australia on 26th January 1932. He presided of the Church of
Australia and New Zealand until 1947, when he was elected Metropolitan of Rhodes.
Theophylactos (Papathanasopoulos) was elected as the third Metropolitan on 22nd April
1947. He died in a car accident on 2nd August 1958.
Bishop Ezekiel (Tsoumada’s) of Nazianzos, the Assistant Bishop of the Archdiocese of
America, was elected Metropolitan of Australia in February 1959, and took arrived in
Sydney on 27th April 1959.
The Metropolis of Australia and New Zealand was elevated to Archdiocese and
Metropolitan Ezekiel to Archbishop on 1st September 1959.
This was a period in history when the steep increase in Greek migration from war-torn
Europe created new religious and social needs in Australia. This increase was satisﬁed by
the creation of new communities, churches, schools, and other social facilities to care for
the young and old. Today the Archdiocese has over 100 priests, 105 churches and 120
community organisations.
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Eight Clergy-Laity Congresses have been held since 1961, to better organise the
Archdiocese, the last took place in January 1998.

The Clergy– Laity Congress in Sydney, 1998

In January 1970, after a decision of the Holy
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarch, New
Zealand

was

separated

from

the

Archdiocese of Australia and formed the
Metropolis of New Zealand.
In

August

Patriarchate

1974
promoted

the

Ecumenical

His

Eminence

Archbishop Ezekiel to the Metropolis of
Pisidia (who passed away in Athens during
July 1987). On 13th February 1974 the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
unanimously elected His Eminence Metropolitan of Miletoupolis Stylianos (Harkianakis),
lecturer at the University of Thessaloniki, as the Archbishop of Australia. He arrived in
Australia on the 15th April 1975 and was ofﬁcially enthroned on Lazarus Saturday on the
26th April 1975.
The new Archbishop, respecting the work of his predecessor in erecting churches and other
benevolent institutions, took on as one of his special concerns the social and cultural
development of his ﬂock with the systematic cultivation and promotion of the spiritual
treasure of Greek Orthodox Tradition.
In order to achieve this, he created closer contact between Orthodox and non-Orthodox
churches in Australia and with the universities of this country. Appropriate restructuring
of the services of the Archdiocese took place, and the Archbishop was ofﬁcially appointed
to the University of Sydney to teach Orthodox theology. Apart from this, he continues to
be a permanent member of various Christian Theological Commissions.
The establishment of new churches and other benevolent institutions continue under the
inspiration of the new Archbishop; however, priority is given to promotion of the spiritual
and cultural treasures of the Greek Orthodox tradition. This was the aim also of the
celebrations for the 50th anniversary of the Archdiocese in 1976, which included an entire
range of events with positive repercussions not only within the Greek community but also
in the Australian society at large.

84

A Landmark for the Church
A decisive landmark for ecclesiastical matters occurred with the 4th Clergy-Laity
Congress, which took place in January 1981. The importance of this historic Congress can
not only be seen in the fact that the Governor-General of Australia opened its proceedings,
but also in the presence, for the ﬁrst time, of ofﬁcial representatives of the Patriarchate, as
well as special representatives of the Greek Government and Australia’s Greek
Ambassador.
Of equally great importance and success was the 5th Clergy-Laity Congress which for the
ﬁrst time was held outside of Sydney, in Brisbane, in January 1985, as well as the 6th
Clergy-Laity Congress which was held in Melbourne in January 1989.
In January 1993, the 7th Clergy-Laity Congress was held in Sydney, which was declared
open by the Australian Prime Minister, His Excellency Mr P. Keating. The Congress was
also honoured by the attendance of the representative of His All Holiness, Metropolitan
Meliton of Philadelphia, the envoy of the Greek Government and Director of Church
matters with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ambassador Mr G. Sioris as well as the permanent Ambassador
of Greece in Australia Mr B. Zafeiropoulos accompanied by the Consuls-General Mr N.
Matsis, Mr I. Kampolis and Mr S. Aliagas.
This new and blessed period of our Archdiocese characterised, amongst other things, by
the ordination of over thirty new priests, and the sponsoring of spiritual fathers from Mt.
Athos and other spiritual people from Greece. Other events included the annual pilgrimage
of Greeks to the Holy Land and the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and the establishment of the
Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Churches of Australia (S.C.C.O.C.A.) under
the permanent presidency of the representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the
Archbishop of Australia.
The climax of the work of our Archdiocese can be seen in the completion, after many long
efforts, of the establishment of St. Andrew’s Theological College. The College curriculum
is recognised as equivalent to university courses in Australia and Greece.
Important too are the National youth conferences held in Melbourne 1982, Sydney 1984,
Melbourne 1986 and 1989, Adelaide 1991, Brisbane 1994 and Sydney 1998, as well as the
alternate State Youth Conferences, all of which were the outcome of the resolution of the
4th Clergy-Laity Congress.
A great milestone in the life of our church and people in Australia was of course the
historic Ofﬁcial Visit of His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew in November
1996.
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Memories

From the Parish Archives

Fr Gregory from St. George in Brisbane ofﬁciating the ﬁrst Christening in the new Church 1994

The ﬁrst Wedding in the new church

Byzantine Iconographer, Kosta Brusgos 1994
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The Early Years - 1994
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The Early Years - 1999
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Community Spirit
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ABC Far North
Angelo’s Fine Foods
Australian Butterﬂy Sanctuary
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The Australian Armour and Military Museum
Bad Fishy Jet Boating
Barnacle Bill’s

Greek Orthodox Parish of St Theodores

Barrier Reef Jumping Castle

Greek Orthodox Parish of the Dormition of Our Lady

BDO

Hartley’s Crocodile Adventures

Bees Electrics

Helitours

Behana Canyoning

Hinterland Aviation

Bendigo Bank

Jungle Tours

Brothers Entertainment

King of Knives – Cairns Central and Stockland

Commonwealth Carelink and Respite Centre

Kuranda Koala Gardens

Cairns Boat Hire

Kuranda Scenic Railway

Cairns Coconut Resort

Lazerfun

Cairns Coldroom Hire

Lenard’s Chicken Redlynch

Cairns Community Radio 89.1FM

Mad About Plants

Cairns Dinner Theatre

Marino Lawyers

Cairns Garden Club

Ninebot Tours

Cairns Golf Centre

Ochre Restaurant

Cairns Ocean Products

Paciﬁc Toyota

Cairns Regional Council

Paronella Park

Cairns Show Society

Piccone’s Supa IGA

Cairns Sound Solutions

Peter Dallalba Design

Cairns Zoom

Peter Theodore

Cazaly’s Cairns

Queensland Ambulance

CMG Consulting Engineers

Queensland Health

The Coffee Club Redlynch

Quicksilver Cruises

COTA Queensland

Rainforestation

Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability

Realised Technologies

Services – Young

The Red Beret

Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability

Red Dragon Brewery

Services – DSQ

The Reef Casino
SCOPE Club of Australia, Cairns Branch

Department of Health – Commonwealth for the Elderly
Department of Health QLD – Housing and Support Program
(HASP)

St John’s Ladies Philoptohos
She She Boutique Fashions
Silk Air

Department of Health QLD – Dementia Respite

Skyrail Rainforest Cableway

Department of Health – TSI and CY Jobs

Star FM

Department of Housing and Public Works

Suncoast Fabrication

Department of Human Services

Sunlover Cruises

Department of Immigration and Border Protection

Suzan Quigg

Department of Social Services

TK Cleaning and Gardening

Events NQ

Tjapukai Aboriginal Cultural Park

GBR Helicopters

Tolly’s Signs

Gordonvale Girl Guides

Townsville City Council

Gordonvale Lions Club

Tropic Wings

Gordonvale Medical Centre

Victor G. Feros Town Planning Consultants

Gordonvale Guardian Pharmacy

Underwood Party Hire

Gordonvale Men’s Shed

Wildlife Habitat

Gordonvale Red Cross
Goldpin Bowling
Greek Orthodox Parish of St Paraskevi, Taigum
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Greek Orthodox Parish of St
John the Baptist Cairns
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